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(c) MAN1

1. The Nature of the Individual; "The individual
self is a portion of the Lord " (cf. Sutras II, 3 : 43), <( a
rea], not an imaginary form of the Supreme, a limited,,
manifestation of God," and it expresses one of His
infinite creative urges (R. 45).   "The jiva is not
fictitious or formal, but is a real modal expression or
feature of reality, and is both finite and infinite " (S. 69).
<( The finite self is an inseparable attribute of the infinite,
. . . but is, at the same time, a separate self persevering
in its own being," distinct in a certain sense from God
(S. 42). " Js'vara (the Lord) and the jiva (soul) do not
suffer from inner contradiction, but are correlative
factors in the totality of being. The infinite evolves
into the finite, and remains as itself in spite of its modal
manifestations " (S. 69). It is important to remember
that though the soul is indeed a l part', a ' manifesta-
tion ' of God, it is not God, for He stretches away into
infinity beyond anything the soul can reach. To forget
this is to plunge into the dark waters of pantheism,
which is indeed a mere form of atheism, the blackest
ignorance and impiety.

God and the soul are not identical, but they are both
different and non-different. They are non-different because
the soul has no substance, no being, apart from God;

1 As the doctrine of this Section derives almost wholly from
certain books by well-known Vaishnava writers, including many
direct quotations from them. they are indicated here by the
following initials, followed by page numbers in their books'as
listed in the Appendix: S., Srinivasachari; R.. Radhakrishnan,
B., Bhashacharya ; Sn., Sanyal; M.. Mallick,